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Current poll averages vs last two years

Nat	 Lab	 Green	 NZ1st	 Maori	 U.F.	 ACT	 Mana	 Cons/
TOP	

2017*	 47.6	 27.3	 11.8	 9.1	 1.0	 0.1	 1.0	 0	 1.0**	

2016	 47.1	 27.9	 12.6	 8.7	 1.4	 0.05	 0.7	 0.3	 0.6	

2015	 48.5	 29.7	 11.3	 6.8	 1.2	 0.05	 0.6	 0.2	 1.0		
	
•  Remarkable	stability	
•  All	three	most	recent	polls	pre-Barclay/interns	problems	for	NaGonal/Labour	
•  NZ	First’s	‘rise’	real,	but	overhyped?	
	
•  *	=	last	three	publicly	published	polls	(Reid,	Colmar	Brunton,	Roy	Morgan)	
•  **	=	TOP	in	2017	
	



Poll of polls



Last 3 polls extrapolated to govt formation
With	United	
Future	

Without	United	
Future	

With	UF,	Maori	win	2	
electorates	

NaGonal	 58	 58	 58	

Act	 1	 1	 1	

United	Future	 1	 0	 1	

Maori	 1	 1	 2	

TOTAL	SEATS	–	
centre-right	

61	 60	 62	

Labour	 34	 34	 34	

Green	 15	 15	 15	

Lab-Green	 49	 49	 49	

NZ	First	 11	 11	 11	

TOTAL	SEATS	–	Lab/
Gr/NZF	

60	 60	 61	

TOTAL	SEATS	 121	–	1	seat	
majority	

120	–	hung	
Parliament	

122	–	2	seat	majority	



Implications

•  Very	li_le	has	changed	
•  Ohariu/Maori	FPP	performance	remains	criGcal	

–  Dunne	so	far	appears	safe	
–  Not	clear	Maori	Party	is	making	any	inroads	

•  NZ	First	holds	the	balance	of	power	in	a	hung	Parliament		
•  Note:	convenGonal	wisdom	says	NZ	First	does	be_er	and	

the	Greens	worse	on	elecGon	day		
–  But	that	doesn’t	change	much	unless	NZ	First	pulls	votes	from	
NaGonal	



Competing scandals: Barclay vs interns 

•  Do	they	ma_er?	
•  Do	they	cancel	one	another	out?	
•  Do	they	drive	some	voters	to	third	parGes?	

•  What	do	they	tell	us?	
–  English	does	not	control	the	party	the	way	Key	did	
– Ma_	McCarten’s	influence	greatly	weakened	



Labour’s labour policy

•  Two	key	elements:	
–  UnjusGfied	dismissal	appeal	process	added	to	90	day	trials	
–  Fair	Pay	Agreeements	–	a	feint	in	the	direcGon	of	naGonal	
awards/bargaining	
•  No	detail	offered	on	how	this	would	work,	esp.	given	low	levels	of	
union	membership	

•  Two	symbolic	elements:	
–  Raise	minimum	wage	to	$16.50/hr	

•  Directly	affecGng	2.9%	of	the	workforce	
–  Living	Wage	for	‘core	public	service’	

•  Most	already	paid	more	than	the	Living	Wage	



The Budget – good or bad overall?
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The Budget – good for me?
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The Budget – by demographic
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Election issues - immigration



Immigration – good or bad for NZ?



Immigration - engagement 



Immigration – the button-pushers



Policy issues
•  Infrastructure	funding	–	package	pending	
•  S36	reform	pushed	off	to	mid-2018	

–  But	‘market	studies’	permi_ed	
–  ConstrucGon	industry	a	likely	early	candidate	

•  Transport	fuel	compeGGveness	
–  ExpecGng	more	smoke	than	fire	–	due	early	next	week	

•  Copyright	law	review	
•  Water	–	Labour	confirms	water	charging	
•  State	sector	appointments	–	who	will	replace	David	

Smol?	
	


